
Sponge Media Aid 
Conmcrors IIS(d a .sponge 

media abrasi\ bla3ring S)'Stcm 
to remove kad-basc:d pa.inr from 
coocrctc 5uucrures at a New 
Yotl: City \~CC'"I~·arcr aearmcur 
pbnL Tbc: project im•olvcd rc:­
m<W21 of the p:linc wbile the: facility 
rcm3i..ocd fuiJy operatioo:I.L 

The wastc:w.m:r acarmcot 
plant (WWTP) sa'\ Queens 
Borough, \\i t:h a population 
of2,237 ,216 (2004 U.S. 
Ceiw.tS Buteau estimate:) 
within it 1 09-squatc-mik 
bord<:r. 

This 1930s-aa WWI1' is op· 
Ct':ltcd by t1~ cw York Dc:part· 
ment ofF.m~rqnment~ Prot 
ti(>n (DF.P), wbieh ()Wt and op<!r.Ut.s 

14 \V.UCC'"Iv.t tcr trc:a!Jtltl\t pl3!t t$ in 

• 
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Safe Removal of Lead-Based Coatings SyJodclnnis 

New York Qty. FIVe of the 
plants, including this one, 

arc being upgraded ro step­
feed biological nutrient 
removal (B R) ro achiC\oe 

100 pcroc:nt compliance with tbc:ir 
National Pollutant Discharge Elimim· 
lion ystcm ( PDES) permits for an 
entire calendar ye.tr. . 

In addition to nc:w construCtion, a 
large building ar the \'VlvrP site: w.15 

slated for major remodel and rc:nova­
tion. When the OOilding's interior was 
tCS(ed, lead-~ paint was found on 
coner«e struaurc:s such as under· 
ground runnels and walls. incc the: 
n<:ility was slated for major remodel 
rather than minor rcp.lint, 200,000 
squ:.trc foc:t oflead·basc:d coating bad 
ro be rc:mO\'Cd prior to any major 
wort on the structure:. 

compliance with a Nitrogen 
Admioistr.&th'C Consent Order 
rclative to nutricnt removals 
plmuaot to Long bland Sound 

mdy goals. 
Although this WWrP 

comprises several antiquated 
struaurcs the fucility tw 
camcd numerou performance, 
Slfel)', Mid nuintena.nce honors 
over the yc-MS including the Na­

The: project was made challeng­
ing by the: impet.&ri\'C that the facility 
~uy opcr.uiocul dnriog the: process. 
Specialists initially pc:cificd tbat the: 

tiocul Association of Clean Water 
(NACWA) Gold Award for 

a fall 3" spherical selid 
wllile maimi•iag ltigla effiae•c1 
Muld.YJro • renhthnrt JeJb cl HJ~I'Inltlc t"-.ftt:l !W'Itn~ 
rcn-<lhf•'1'!. U.r<• 4HirdHCI«S4rlu t•t • ltrl_,ot.,~H 
U.urt~ ~tb:l!»-t~t ;aj IU F . 3,,-oo.ut_ ~t o:ttUI 
H4HX !<~« lftlls die bMUI IIIII kl>l fiUIIh J Ol""'P'IIP 
t ld tf< I 'IIIS1ttUfi'01~f'UP tmJict.. 

ltl~l<n<3trt<lhs l""opm8!JJGIIIK"dt...d>to tQS' 111" '"' 
1:""9 t M tlr h sr.:r. •f !(Ill (I! rr~ol·•l I 1~ "l€n 

~~::':ru','J'ife :m~~~~CJCil~::!t::'~c~ 
1:te11 Jlbr1r9 _ Jl'.atk NH un-cb]91'1JI OoJ •n 1 ~IT 

~:::::c~l ~ · ~~~~ ,',\ol:~'.!:t'~~·'t ... ~~::~~ 
uluUt to ddf..er Oi.C.'SGn1h-l-~lcmuce I ~ Aht ' 1t at 
..,1tA-T.et ~Jf1J :."ilat.Mm). In 
,O,tv'\. ltt erctcr tu' Ch~ ' 

~:~5~t~ts ." .:~,':"mr= 
H 4H~I X~<r1UftMJ U~ 
7.S HI lttwl ll HP T«<n •Ch 

llllliOml. 

11 HJhla llit HcH .nl fl o •X 
5cf1t5 n IWt ll't ltJol Ehtct ct 

thor I 6$-.~1 1\/S"l.,Ht 

·~ ..::' ~~~,o,r,:., ':. ~ 
'Ofe."TU\. Man-~~IUtJ u1 IUhK 
tc1 hnrdct.t5 btzUtu .re ll~ 
~1l~t ~ fUI fll6M riu 
~ m-dl),...pWrl/1 

.,. .... ,. <11111<1 ""' • "'b.l 
IUttn:JdtC'r..tmon1 JU fu~ 

cmofru ~<~ It • IN 'I"'"· 
f-n ncrt t1totnJIJm C'01W.< 
ttUl tmt 1\/louutk 41 lhlllt 
ct ~ frw u v;si l n tc 
w•&JI crotudt.a:n . 

~Pentalr 
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Ul • \'a" fit 

rcsi cred a a · \t.IJID e Bwi~, 
E.ntcqwisc: (DBE.) .md WOOWI Busi· 
n= Ent~ VBE). 

Before the: ""Od;. was slated to 
comm 'Cr w ~nL 
8obbi Jo Ta\'CMet vlilccld the sire :utd 
'~cd concerns with win~; cbcmi 
~ppcn; to mD0\'1: the paint. 

Th bu.i~ to be I'ClDOddcd -., 
prisod or nutn(tO\J odd J 

spa ~-bucd pililr \\" pttl· 
mg and cra~ on "~ 01.111Kis 
.md cc:ilings.. can imponam put 
o( the ~anicl&! stripping u 
1 rem •c the chemk3llllld · ppcd 

· t with the we ol po"''Ct w»bcrs., 
the issue became ho to deal,. th 
CIOikaioo of tainte-d flui . 

In gpplicatiom wbetc OIUCI uln· 
mcnt mMc dl«tn'C, JUdi u unk 
interiors, it is noc n rmall a dlfliallt 
wk. In .sud! imunccs., chctn.al 
strippcn may iodecld be the IOOI!t U. 
fu · 'C rou~ · lbc sui. per · ~d 
and tb "' Wlltcr tWic:.d, 
v.KUumcld up, and scm to a cenified 
huardous waste collccti.on brihty for 
disposal, 

But this &ciity wa divided into 
II'WIY ·~ uc;U, The tlty 
could not bt doled durin lhc: paint 
removal process, so the project would 

'C t be attacked In a p~ 
anon. In a.ddi0on, me pro;e 
I() be ~toOmp&ixd "'Cdda)os, clurirlg 
nomwl w(lrt;ing boun. There would 
be t time lOr ppm 10 • 

~t with me tin Fln:illy, 
f"'U r ' "Cr w 'Od:crs were iruuu t • 

Cld to compkccl d<an up afi:cr each 
shift, n.cbcr tJw:l ~vc: m reri.al and 
equipment ln tJ~ ins. 

r.age of baurclow \\'a.Sf tcr 
tbu \\"Ould be associated Nitb chctnl· 
cal ~pping w~ also a concern. 

• dK · was to t(fllaio 

r.atiosuJ, ~ dbwnns 
noc a viable altenum'C. Com tion:ll 

media usod in buildin~; intcrioc::s 
typic-ally throws off roo much airborne 

l all v "OOC but onU"K· 
ton to l'(:nlllln on "tc. E ped · th 

residue coouinin I~ dw., it 
becomes an c~g corurol • uc 
co owinmin inregl'il)•. 

ur ilver u.r propotiCd tech· 
noJosy that would 11.1ow the W\VTP 

co me1 - a .spon~e · b111Cd 
mcdU blasti.ng 'Rem offcrcld by 
$poQse·Jct I.nc. 

AJt.mcrtiw ~ 
In COn\'COtion.aJ ~dh bJ 

ansfc·compooctK puticlcs :an: pro­
pdk:d by air to ~~ pcc:<h. When 
lht · les c · ·m rhe paln1ed 

e, lhe 'p the • 
and ricodlc:c imo !he ~r. ·n-c they 
rdcasc all fractuttd abrulvc&, oonum· 
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Conventional Abrasive Bonded lnto Sponge Mecf.a· 

·--.... ·-on~.._ .. _., __ 
. ._ .... ... ..,.. ..--. 
-~ .. ........,­......... ,... ....... .. _ 

inlll! b)'eN ' rtlomc 
dl&St. However, v.nro oon'<'Collion:al 

rw arc: bonded inro 3 .sponge 
me<b. the collision suppre c:s lhc: 
rclc»c o looeeocd mueri:al ~nd !he 
~ CJ\ IUt omdl • 

Pf by relying •cnl 
uniq c chmcccristi<:s, ""flkh rogctba­
arc .rdcuro to as spoosc: ~di3's 

tKrwooWruncntn. fcarutc . The 
pUw of tbe meld~ - a 
wa based, open· kd lyurcdw:~e 

lmp~tcd wid\ ab~Wu-~ 

- Sco SPONGE oon't on page 32 

Trying to hear 
water leaks 
through 8 feet 
of dirt and 
asphalt? 

fou need the 
best leak 
detector that 
you cangett 

SubSurface Leak Detection, Inc. 
4040 Moorpar1< Avenuo 1104 

San Jose. CA 95117 
Phon : (408) 2-'~673. Fax: (408) 249-9653 

www.tAJ urlac com 
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- SPONGE con' FROM poge 22 

in~ or 
coowninant fn.ml d1c bstnu:. Mer 
lenil'l8 the .surf.tc:e, d1c spoogc mc<fia 
•csumcs itS rigm.aJ pe. captUring 
up to 99% of wh>t might ba'~ be: me 
w nc dll.lr. 

f< r odKr ~ !he rcnO\'.Ition on 
tiroc. WW 

<Ado No. 28-t en ~tf SorvloG Cotd 

Reliable SCADA 
starts here 
For romot. monitorina a~~d control In water/wltteWam epplle•tloos, 
Control Nlcrosystoms orfera the qual y products you need, 
wh n you need th m. · 

• En re er qu311ty compliance and security ' rcmot~ 
monttOttng applications. 

• Perfect fof usc in pump and lift sta ions, pressu e 
sy t ms. plant wide distributed control and much mol • 

• Guaranu:t-d best support, ~rramy nctdeflvery me n the tiu ine5s.. 
AM. forou of boxe tor nd b nchm perfoun;ncc. 
cotnblnc OeerSCADA'"SCAOAmanagement oftv t hany of our 
SCADAPa RTUIPLCs.. 
JoJn thousands of satisfred CU tomefS aM C::ll your area trpresentatr.-e 
today. 


